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An Exclusive Interview with Dr. Vincent Cheng, Council Chairman of CUHK
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"I Hope Our Students Think Big, Aim High, and Make Great Plans to Build Brighter Futures"

: As Chairman of the Council of CUHK, and a member of the Governing
Board of CUHK(SZ), would you like to tell us your thoughts and feelings in

attending the inauguration ceremony?

attending college?

Dr. Cheng: I'm very happy to see, after years of hard working, that we
finally make our Shenzhen campus a dream come true. We finally made it — from
hiring teachers to building up the campus. I just paid another visit to the school
recently, and I was impressed with the beautiful campus scenes and the neat school
buildings. I still remember, however, the first several times I came here, when the
school was still in its planning stage, while the campus was like a plant with torn
buildings back then. Now, look how amazing the things we have achieved — a
campus equipped with all types of facilities, not to mention its environment and
scenery as a whole. All these things before us wouldn' t have been possible without

efforts from various parties, and here I would like to take the chance to thank unknown.

Shenzhen Municipal Government and Longgang District Government for their

support.

: During the inauguration ceremony, what is your overall impression the students?
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of the students? What advice would you give the freshmen about

Dr. Cheng: They are high-quality students. Number one,
they have achieved high test scores. Number two, they have positive
outlooks on life, and when I see their faces I see faces of hope. I also
see that they have high expectations for the years to come.

I believe, whether in Hong Kong or Shenzhen, CUHK will
always do good to serve our students. We will allow our students
to pursue their academic goals and their dreams in a lighthearted
atmosphere, which will help them in making clear plans for their life.
Therefore, I hope our students take their college years to develop
a positive attitude toward life, while studying hard to explore the

: What do you think as the most important qualities that the
school would expect from its students? Do you have a message for

Dr. Cheng: Think big and aim high— This is what I believe as
the most important quality of a college student. "Careers are not what we

pursue; we pursue good causes to have meaningful lives," a saying can be
considered the spirit of New Asia College, CUHK, where I graduated from.
At that time when I was a student, life was very hard in all aspects but all the
time in all circumstances we students of CUHK survived, made progress and
development despite hardships. How to overcome adversity, survive through
challenging times, and finally make things happen — this is characteristic of
our CUHK people. I would say that, as a fellow of CUHK, we CUHK people
are pigheaded in the way holding onto our dreams. This is an important quality
of us. I have been on the CUHK campus for decades and, as the first CUHK
graduate who has become its Council Chairman, I have deep feelings towards
our school. I have been to many universities, but CUHK has always been
unique for me, in terms of its characteristics of the atmosphere in which we can
pursue a simple, humble, as well as fulfilling and happy life. The ultimate goal
of education is not helping people to become rich, after all.

: What was the most impressive lesson and which professor impressed you the
most during your school years in CUHK?

Dr. Andy Wong: Among many management courses at CUHK, the Advertisement Management Course
provided by Prof. Andrew Chan was my favorite. Not only because I was fond of advertisement at that time and [
would devote all of my time into the advertisement field, but also because Prof. Andrew Chen was so humorous and
funny that it made the class so interesting. He also invited some friends from the advertisement industry to our campus
to help us with learning more about the subject. It's his personal charm that gave me the inspiration in my college life.

: You fell in love with advertisement when you were 15 or 16 years old. What
did you do to prepare for your future career at that time?
Dr. Andy Wong: Just like falling in love with someone, I kept thinking of advertisements and I looked for

everything related to them anytime. I borrowed relevant books from library and turned on TV not for the TV drama but
for watching the advertisements. I just looked at the way how people were talking about the advertisements. This was

how I learned things that I loved in my life.

: You were famous in the advertisement field and have made many achievements.
So what made you decide to come back to university?

Dr. Andy Wong: When I was engaged in producing advertisements in Hong Kong, I felt satisfied when
my creative works could be seen by 6 million people in Hong Kong, and when they could remember the words in the
advertisement of mine displaying on the street. I loved to see my works having some impact on other's life, and I loved
to hear people talking about my works. But not until I was invited by CUHK to give the lecture about advertisements to
many students, did I realize that my words could have such magic power on the students' life. At that moment I thought,
maybe I could turn lecturing into a full-time job, so I quit my job and came back to school.

: Could you list 5 things that you think students must do at university ?

Dr. Andy Wong: The first thing I think you must do is to understand yourself, which means understanding
both of your strength and your weakness and what your interests are.

The next thing is to be brave enough to stand by your values and to express your ideas. This is also a very
important chance for you to build up your confidence. The third is to get some good habits which could benefit your
whole life, for example, being punctual and keep your promise. And the fourth, which I think important, is to work
on a personal project during the four years. Last but not the least, make some friends and build up some long-term

relationship in your university life, and present the real you to others.

Student Reporter: Ming Ding/Qiushuhao Fu
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Interview with Mr. Feng Xuecheng, Distinguished Guest of the ""Chinese Culture Colloquium'', CUHK(SZ)

" Young People Should Follow the Four Steps: 'Set Goals, Train Your Mind, Open Your
Eyes and Make Use of What You Learn.' "
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President Yangsheng Xu presents his calligraphy

as a gift to Mr.

: In this complicated world, young
people are facing temptations every day, and
sometimes they feel confused. Would you like
to give them some advice on study and life?

Mr. Feng: My answer to the question is the four steps —

"Set your goals, train your mind, open your eyes and make use

of what you learn."

To be more specific, each of us has personal goals to
achieve. In the process of setting our goals, we should ask
ourselves if the goals are for a noble cause, or are they out of
selfishness. Let me put the word "goal" (&
terms, in which you find "heart" ( .[» ) with being a "scholar-

FENG Xuecheng
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Prof. Yuen—sang Leung:

|

) in ancient Chinese

official" ( - ). The scholar-official class were held in high regard in ancient Chinese
society, and it played a very important role throughout Chinese history. When you
) to that of the Confucian
school of idealist philosophy of the Song-Ming dynasties, you find them all written,

open the ancient books, from the Book of Songs ( 17 &

or compiled, by scholar-officials. To sum up, the thing at the heart of being scholar-
officials ( 4=/ / &) is the way (Tao) of men of virtue, as in the ancient times.

The second step is mind-training. All in all, we are mortal beings, born with
limits and defects. A dedicated mind-training will enable us to clear up rubbish from
our mind. To become a man of outstanding character, and to attain virtue, wisdom and
strength, mind-training is necessary.

"Eye-opening", the third step, means opening the eye of wisdom. Looking
towards the future, young people, like high quality students of CUHK (SZ), should
make great efforts to achieve excellence. In this process, we need opening the eye of
wisdom, by means of putting rationality in its place, and be wise in decision-making.

: There are always moments in life when we have to
make choices. How to make a choice wisely without any
regrets in the future?

Mr. Feng: As I always tell my students, there are choices small and big, from
choosing the color of a car or the furniture you buy, to choosing a career or someone
to marry, etc. My advice is: "For small things, use your head; for big things, listen to
your heart."

: CUHK (SZ) is newly established, and many students
are organizing their own societies. One among them is
the Chinese Classics Study Group, which emphasizes on
promoting the Confucian teaching of being "modest, Kkind,
polite, restrained and gentle". Do you have any suggestions
for the group?

Mr. Feng: Firstly, I would suggest that students of the group read Chinese
classics as much as they can, as part of their extracurricular studies. By Chinese
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"The Making of a Legend"

On the second Chinese Culture Colloquium held in October, distinguished guest speaker Prof. Yuen-sang Leung, Dean of Faculty of Arts and
Director of the Institute of Chinese Studies at CUHK, delivered a speech titled ' The Making of a Legend: Fifty-years of the CUHK', introducing the
history of CUHK, of which he is also an alumnus.

In his lecture, Professor Leung introduced the colonial history of Hong Kong and the background of CUHK. Furthermore, Professor Leung

introduced the history of education of CUHK,

its collegiate system, and its curriculum provisions. Finally, in giving his concluding remarks, Dr.

Leung encouraged our CUHK (SZ) students to continue to live the spirit filled life of CUHK and to bring honor to this new campus.
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classics I mean teachings of Confucius-Mencius, Laozi-Zhuangzi, Poetry of the Tang and
Song Dynasties, and the Records of the Grand Historian, etc.

Secondly, before reading Chinese classics, the reader needs to understand the
characteristics of ancient Chinese thoughts, and their ways of thinking. Confucianism,
Taoism and Buddhism all have their distinctive ways of thinking, and we should study them
from a syncretic approach, and put to use in our modern life.

Thirdly, I encourage the students to practice their writing skills besides reading. Be
it eight lines, four-word verses, short poems, regular poems, or prose in the classical style.
When travel, keep your travel notes as Liu Zongyuan or Ouyang Xiu did. Writing is very
important in cultivating your passion and your thinking. Classical Chinese appears extremely
concise and compact in the use of words, and with fewer than a hundred characters it makes

a beautiful piece, which can unleash your imagination or let you ponder over it.
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President Xu and Mr. FENG Xuecheng with the students

(REEZR) K () A4+, RUEHK,

AR, SIRK OMFRFAEFS) AmalHd

(From left to right) Mrs Grace Chow, Vice President; Prof.Yuen—sang
Leung; Prof.Yangsheng Xu, President; Prof.Sizhao Qin, Vice President
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I have adjusted pretty well to the life at CUHK(SZ) !

4 : We would
like to know how and
by what means did you
apply for CUHK (SZ) ?

TWINKLE: My entire
CUHK(SZ) application process
was done online. I used the
online admissions system and
completed all the required
procedures. I did not give any of the exams you mentioned. Rather, I gave
my International Baccalaureate (IB) exam results. This is an international
exam known and accepted worldwide. Along with the IB results, I also
provided the university with my high school positions and achievements,
including extra-curricular achievements. After submitting the online
application, I had an interview with Dr. Andy Wong. The interview

seemed more like a friendly conversation to me. Following all these

procedures, after a week or so, I got an email about my acceptance
to this university. So this is how I applied into CUHK(SZ).

+: Are you accustomed to the studies and
life here at CUHK(SZ)? Could you share with us
about your feelings as well as your opinions?

TWINKLE: Yes, I have adjusted pretty well to the life at
CUHK(SZ). Talking about studies, since throughout my education,
all of my learning materials have been in English. As this university
also provides all learning materials in English, it is easy for me
to adjust. The lectures and e-learning are definitely quite new to
me. I find them interesting and informative. About the life here,
what really touches me is that everyone including the teachers,
faculties and my classmates keep caring about me, trying to make
my life here much better. I feel that my classmates are very friendly.
Whenever they see me, they make sure to greet me. This small
gesture makes a lot of differences to me. My classmates treat me
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like I am one among them. Of course there are cultural differences among us, but that 's what

I find most interesting.

2: What do you think are the differences between high school

life and university life?

TWINKLE: I feel that university life is very different from high school life. In high
school, there was more restriction and spoon-feeding. However, in university, I do feel that

we are being treated as adults, we are taught to act as independent decision-makers. In high

school, there was that idea of competition than collaboration. But in university, we learn to

cooperate with each other, to score and enjoy together. The numerous group projects and

assignments enhance that cooperative spirit in us. The lectures are so new to me. Before, my

classroom had only 25 students, all with same timetable. Conversely, in university, there are

about 150 students in a lecture class, all with different timetables. From keeping places in

lectures, to adding people on WeChat, to organizing clubs, to the open-door and interactive

sessions, university life is very different from high school. The president, vice-president and

other authority members take time out in holding interactive sessions with us, making us

feel comfortable and stress-free. According to me, my high school life was really wonderful,

but this CUHK(SZ) life too has a whole lot of new and pleasant experience waiting to be

unveiled.

Student Reporter: Ming Ding/Qiushuhao Fu
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Talking with the President Face—to—Face

It's my honor to attend the "Meet with the President" arranged by OSA (Office of Student Affairs) this Thursday morning. Nine
students and I had the opportunity to talk with the President face to face. After finishing the self-introductions, the President gave us

others by their CEE marks."

some suggestions on how to adapt ourselves to the campus life at CUHK (SZ) as quickly as possible.

"Firstly, you need to concentrate on improving your English level especially your spoken English skill in the first three months,"
the President said, " in doing so you need to talk in English at least half an hour a day with others or even yourself.” Then he told us that
why Chinese people cannot speak English well may because there is a barrier between Chinese and English in our brain which prevent
us from speaking English fluently. Therefore we should practice more to break through the barrier, which means that we need to maintain
the coherence of English speaking and thinking. Just like what he suggested : "Talking whenever you are thinking."

The second thing the President shared with us was the differences between high school and university. "The criteria to judge
students here is very different from CEE (College Entrance Examination), thus you should forget your CEE marks, nor should you judge

Then he gave us the third tip. "Find your motivation in studying at the university. Every successful person has a strong will to

A5 KA F achieve something." He quoted a maxim from Mozi ( 251~ ) to highlight to us the importance of motivation: "He who does not have a

Me and my President

strong will can never achieve high intelligence."

The fourth advice from the President was about how to read books, especially textbooks. He suggested that we should take notes while reading, and read quickly to improve our

skill of grasping key ideas of the books.

The last but not least suggestion he put forward is about time management. "Because you are now studying in the university, you will have much more free time compared to

high school. So you should manage your time more efficiently," said the President, "You are supposed to do well academically now that you are an undergraduate, but you don't have

to spend all your time studying. You can also join all kinds of interest clubs or do something you like. Just then you can enjoy a wonderful university life."

After the conversation, the President spoke with each of us about the problems we met during the first month and gave us his personal advice to help us to tackle some tough

things.

The meeting lasted for about one hour, during which we all learned a lot on how to live our school life. Besides, we found that the President is so easy-going and humorous that

we can communicate with each other without any gap. I'm so grateful to have such an extraordinary chance. In the end, I hope each of our students will have such an opportunity to

talk with the president face to face!

FM R KA LIFH L

Students having a good time meeting with the President

—by Xiaolong Chen
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FLIVETLER BB English Club

B AR KR T L ek 3B R AR T FIEHIF Cina Roach 3548 A 31 T F R IR K R R B R R 30
Vice President, Administration, Academic English Teacher, Dean of School of Science and Engineering,
Mrs. Grace Chow’s English Club Gina Roach’s English Club Professor Xiaoqiang Cai’s English Club

WBIRFE )P X7 SRR R
General Education Teacher,
Dr. Yangzhou Deng’s English Club
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General Education Teacher,
Dr. Lili Jiang’s English Club
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10 12 H, #£% A Club that Stimulates English
“English Animator” %¢ Learning on Campus
7 Tzt dl g iEsh, it
s TR ANEE 2T On October.12, the English Animator
H5, At H. & Club held their first gathering and
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LRSS T RAN with a happy tea-time.

invited foreign teachers to take part in it. g
During the activity, teachers and students
exchanged ideas on some heated topics [
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Intensive training starts for Marathon

The Marathon Club of SME will represent CUHK (SZ) in 2014 Shenzhen International Marathon in December.
They had their training in Shenzhen Bay Sports Centre recently.
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Time Capsule Exhibition Opens
. _gpa The opening ceremony of the " Time Capsule" photography exhibition
3: B % was held on November 7. Photographs of each student taken at the beginning
of the semester were displayed and sent to each student as gifts.
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A Public Debate among the CUHK(SZ) Students' Organizations

In order to get more students to take part in their self-organized clubs, a public debate and competition

among 26 student clubs were held on Oct.12, and it attracted a lot of teachers and students to the event.
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Lecture Held: "The Nobel Prize and Chinese Culture"
On October 13, 2014, a lecture titled "A Thought About American Chinese Winning the Nobel Prize" was presented by Prof. Qin
Sizhao, the Vice President of the CUHK (SZ) . About 60 students paticipated in the event and exchanged ideas with Prof. Qin.
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Halloween Cos—play Banquet Party in CUHK(SZ) On November 8, 21 students of Shimmers Club of CUHK(SZ) went to Zhikang CUHK(SZ) student representatives participate in debate competition Mid—Autumn Day Banquet held in CUHK(SZ)

Special Child Care Center to visit those children who are in need of love.
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Prize of Photography Competition of SME Announced

After a two-month collecting and selecting, the prize of the Photography
Competition of SME, titled "Hometown" was announced. Out of the collection of the
photographic works taken in their hometown by the newly arrived students before
school started, 16 photos were selected, and 10 prize-winning works of photograph
were annouced.
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First Prize: Dongyao Zhong Second Prize: Xinyue Wang
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Third Prize: Yuerong Luo




